
T o h n  Prindle Scott. below. famous comnoser and 
mustclan. ltved in h l c ~ o n o u ~ h  and o&n put on J cuncms " "  for the local5 (photo counrsy of ~ u t h  

Rounds) 

T he Phoenix Hotel, built In 1885, was once a hot spot m downtown McDonough, unttl 1913, it became 
too hot and burned down. Unl~ke its namesake, the hotel was not rebullt from the ashes. (Photo cour- 
tesy of Ruth Rounds) 

Sylvanus Moore - McDonough's Founding Father 
Moore, w r t  After thceompleuonofthe stale Having paid for his fann and hav- mill. Cantinting to invest in lands, years. C El:iou&'s f i t  settler. road to Ithaca. he (Mr. Moore). ine. mns large enough to manage it, Svlvanus Mmre actluired I.1W a m s  Svlvanus was an e x m  marksman 

U~&%d-s~z~bcu l  Curtis of a p e d  an inn to accommodate & hCgagavc the: rhc farm and bougit the &e hom debt. ., andthere is a awry &at he hit th& 
Oxford in Lkcnnber of 1797. Their tide Of emigrants who passed over il Ludlow mill property together with M r  Moore was early commis- dccr with oac shot, replenishing the 

I weddinx trio coll~istCd dfhC ioumev in Semh of h0m~6 in the Genesee 100 a- of land and so managed the aioned ca~tain of a military comDany meat tub and sumlying his neiahbors - .  
to t he l~ i ldemess  home. couny .  S m n  he needed to add on lo mill. It was the fmt mill in Ihi town and held- his eommissioh untii h= a~ well. Not baddh&<ng ahera hard 

Mr. Mmre soon twk over the his homc. l t  was rhc fusl public inn in and was purposed to help promote became rhc oldcat member of his reg. day's work. 
agency of Ludlows lands in this t o m  McDonough and was opened in settlements in the lacality. He soon imcnt. He represented Lhe town as '"MeDonough Awcdores," T& 
because Henry L~dlow, by dissipated 1799. Mr. Moore continued ~r hos- rebuilt the mill and bought 380 more supervisor some eight or ten years fmm l a m s  H. Smith's "Hirmry of 
habio, became incapacitated for that pitality for many years. acres of land to supply lumber for the ,and was magistrate far a number of C h e w g o  and Modison CoyIVI:es 





he bl~ssful serenlty of Geneganslel Lake, near the dam, clrca 1900 (Photo of Ruth Rounds) . 
T c o u r r e s y  o f ~ u f h  Rounds, I 

T he McDonuugh Union School was built in 1914 and functioned until 1964, 
when the schools merged with Oxford. (Photo courtesy of Ruth Rounds) 

Floods. Fire Contributed to 
~rosioh of McDonough's 
Industry and Business 
Co~nmumm n o r  Par. I 6  ......................... .r ............................ 

had 177 bushels ofwintcr grain, 18274 
bushels of spring grain, 4,448 1R bushels of 
ootatoes. 16.153 bushels of amles. 164.985 
pounds of butter. 1.805 pounhi of checrc and 
144s 112 domestic cloths in vard. We also had ., ~~~ ~ ~ 

indusny such as sawmills, a &stmill. two ran- 
ncries, a woolen mill, a foundry and machine 
shop. two cmiage shops,three blacksmith 
rhopr (two more in East McDonough), a ~ I O S  
shop, a millinery shop, a shoe shop, an eye 
elasses shoo. five st0rcs.a paper mill and two 
Low.$ (onc'iurc in E a t  ~>i)unoughl .  We 
3110 had J.,;(ur\, 3 ldu yer, :lrpenlen, an 
u,i.lenakcr, mam f u n e r r .  a pl.utogrdphcr. two 
port offices, a leather manuficlure; a6d a feed 
store. at least two cmoer shovs, a cabinet and 
chewc box shop, two'hames;mukers and 
sh~cmaLen 

Onc :auld come to Mruunough lo do all 
manner ui rhopp~ng. wdtng,  rcc the docl>r. 
get the rn-1~1. ten* m m) h u s ~ n e s  needeo. haw 
jlnncr a d  ,la) o\cr 11 me hutel. go to the 
rpnngr ,pa nnJ on Sunday. go lo chwch 
72crc usv at lcz,t one in Edil Mchnough 
( F r ~ c  W.11 Rmle<ll and Bdourr dnd .\lzlh~dl\t 

in Md)onough Village. Later, there was an 
Episcopal C h w h  1w.A Resbperian church 
was formed, but building wasn't completed. 
'rhere were nine schools available to teach ...... 
your children (supposing you moved here) and 
if your animals wandered off we had town 
pounds to keep them until claimed. 

I h o w  what you're thinking. "What in the 
world happened to all of it?:' since much of it 
is gone. Well, there were two floods and the 
first one took out mills along the creek and the 
second one did much damage as well. We still 
had dab ing  and stores, a doetor and our 
churches, but we lost our big hotel awned by 
W~lliamBmwn and it was replaced by "The 
~hocnix.'' ~ 0 t h  hotels were lost by fin. 

1" the 1WVs there was a sawmill. a battery 
ban fvccory and we continued to have store< 
Brown and Tucks and Emerson's General 
Stare were the two main ones. Emerson's had 
a post office and telephone enehange.Tuckcr's 
s ton  had a tin shop (with homemade sap 
bucketsy and was well h o w n  for gmd cuts of 
meat. Tucker's store also had a post office at 



lse in the 18 30s. (Photo st Main Strt 
y. (Photo co 

the centu- 
, . ..., . ., . . , . .- . . I L, 

, > . ,  ' 

d q r ,  we couldeasily become dir- squad and a gmd mwn barn wmL. .,,.,u and pmblemr. but I think. mittcd la m-. . - ..e in a beau- 
-.? .?.-*.'%'?...........- C ~ U B ~ C ~ .  BU[ that never hap dependable pmferrional worken. in ~ r h n o u g h .  ~ l c  goad far out- tiful. but u n m d p ~ a c c  thoueh he 

me "me. Both stores offcrcd a w n  We have an B n i v ~  m e c .  pirl . wctphr the had l i  you don't lhlnk had practicall! nolhlng ro work with. 
~ - ~ 

&I supply of general mcrehandlsc --in 1998 we now havc ihc 
Thc M o w  and Purdy Fccd Store "Bowman lake" public campsite and 
i u ~ o l ~ c d  f e d  and other dry-good . the ori\ale lakes of Gcnccantdct and . . . . 
5scnua1,. ikiib. we r u ~  have huhng and ,, 

Ford Faclory Built Homes was a fishing and the "Flngcr Lakcr Tml 
p x  wurce ofemploymen1 in the luns through our touo We hsve a 
1900's. 1919-197Y.h w i a  the first in good gcnenl store !n the viUagc and 
hc couooy to make pmfabricatcJ. a nice i~ttlc Ttorc m &it 
j c ~ m  bunlt building> U'c're roml it hlcDom>ueh. \ve havc a fine Italian 
:lored and is no longer m business. rertaurantkd other small  hops 

We had a wonderful school m such as "kt Canor's FumiNre" and 
own for many yens and the whole . "Wendy's Beauty Shop " We also 
own was saddened wlth a closed m have nthcrrmall shoos at oeoole's ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

9 M .  homer. We ha\c a h;l anj ~;e&fart 
As wc nt here quictly and rrflffl . lace and a n i x  park and lcnnir and 

m what we once had, what was once !dskelball c o w  ar ucll as a 3mall 

scours @mwnies),a ~eiio;Ccntcr, so, f invie  you to walk or slowly 
American Legion. a women's club, a drive on Route 220 on the hill head- 
recreation wmmittcc, an ing into McDonough from 
Impmvcmca Committee and'a food Smithvillc Flau and take a g o d  
closet. We have a s o d  ~ o r t  office 'look at the villaee with the chunh 
and loun mccung;lhrl +ople par- 
uc~patr m H e  havc good b~,,~ng lo 
a e d  whwl and ue have fine 

nccplcr, ficldr.;lu,lcr of houses and 
banr. En)l>! the vleu of rural beauty 
ano brcalhc thc ur - no ,mag here 

eh;rches We can boast of gwd Oft tunes. when dnvmg fmm 
authors of books and other people Oxford lawards MeDonough. I lmk 
talented man ,  carv~ng, crafts and out at the uccr and counystde and 
r n l n s r  who orace our town tn to envlslon what a must have ~ . . ~ ~  - ~ 

k t ' s  nut mgcr ihr lallest l~vtng &n like for S > l \ ~ n u \  Moom to 
decorated Chnrmns rrcc in the mn ' nan o s  walhng all alone uilh a 
wbch rlluminrteo and colon our ha;hcc, hi, clolhcr.a knlfc. fork uld 
mssraads dunng the Christmas sea- tm platc.now penndess, but deer- 

1 have lo ask myself, "Can we do 
any lessl" 
As we celebrale the bicentennial 

of Chenaneo Couno and 182 vears 
of being a b n ,  wihavc a e a t  
oppomnity to make a difference. . 

Sylvanus and Betsy Mmrc saw a 
patentid and working with o thm,  
helped la crratc a wonderful town.. ' 
Now. we the people of MeDanough 
in 1998 welcome our fiends and 
neighbors near and far la come and 
visit, slay a while and d l y  g a l a  
h o w  us. We're a nice counav m m  
and we are pmud to be a pan.of . 
Chmango County 

rrr and now only a vision hom the ., park in East McDonough. We have a son. : mined to made a home, a life and 
----I neollenion of by-pne -7 good fin slation and cmerpcy  . . Any community has its shan of , help start a settlement. He was com- .. .,. - . . . ,L- . . , ~ ..,, ~. . . 


