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Confede ra t e  
C .  G .  COLTER 

P v t . ,  Capt.  M .  B .  Perkins" Company, 
G r i g s b y ' s  R e g ' t ,  Kentucky Cav." 

Appears on 
company M U S ~ ; ~  R O ~ L  

of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  named above 
f o r  Nov. 1, 1862 t o  Feb 28 , 1863 

E n l i s t e d :  Jan 2 4 ,  1863 
Where: Beech Grove,  Tenn. 
By whom: Capt .  P e r k i n s  
P e r i o d :  Three y e a r s  
Las t  Pa id :  Never P a i d  
Present  o r  a b s e n t :  P r e s e n t  
Re3arks :  Vo lun tee red  f o r  t h e  unexp i r ed  term of t h e  
CsmFan y  -------------- ~. ~~ ~ . ~.. --- ~ ~ -~~ 

%is c3m;any s u b s e q u e n t l y  became Company C ,  6th 
Regimenr, Kentucky Cava l ry  

The regiment  was formed about Feb rua ry  1, 1863, by t h e  
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of G r i g s S y ' s  and B u l l i t t ' s  B a t t a l i o n s  
Kentucky Cavalry;  

- 

PRISONERS OF WAR 
C 6  Cav Ky 
Confede ra t e  
C .  J .  COLPER 

Appears on a r e g i s t e r :  
DepK o f  t h e  Cnmberland, Reg. No. 1 
(Hd. Q r S .  Prov.  Mar. Genera l ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn. 
To what p o i n t  fo rwarded:  L o u i s v i l l e ,  May 28 --------------- 
Received a t  M i l i t a r y  P r i s o n ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., May 23, . ~p - 
1 8 6 3 ,  f r o m p e n i t e n t i a r y  a t  N a s h v i l l e ;  Tenn. 
R c l l  d a t e d  May 23,  1863.  --------------- 
Where t aken :  C r i p p l e  Creek,  Tenn. ,  May 1 4 ,  1863 
Remarks: Sen t  t o  B a l t i m o r e ,  May 25 ,  1863. 
- L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky.,  R e g i s t e r  No.1; page 232- ---------------- 
s e n t  May 25,  from L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., t o  B a l t i m o r e ,  Md., 
en r o u t e  t o  b e  exchanged.  ---------------- 
P a r o l e d  a t  F o r t  McYenry, Md., May 2 9 ,  1863 

-Rol l  b e a r s  t h e  fo l lowing  endorsement :  
"Received CiCy P o i n t ,  Va . ,  May 31 ,  1863,  from Jno .  E. 
~ u l f o r d ,  C a p t . ,  3d I n f t y .  N .  Y .  V . ,  Comdg. F l a g  of 
T r u c e ,  One Hundred & t h i r t y  s i x  ( 1 3 6 )  Confede ra t e  
p r - s o n e r s  of  War p a r o l e d  f o r  exchange of 1 Surgeon - J. 
B .  Thompson, Capt .  comdg., Pos t  C i t y  P o i n t .  ..................................... 



~ o . l i  of  company C, Sixt iment Caval,rya 
CONFEDERATE 

.:3 T h i s  r o l l  l i s ts  s ixty  members. 'There a r e  twelve  
... Colye r s  and t h r e e  Ea rps  from P u l a s k i C o u n t y ,  Ky. .  Number 24 

on t h e  r o l l  i s  C .  J .  Co lye r  ( C a a r l e s  Grenade C o l y e r ) .  He 
was l i s t e d  t h i s  way on s e v e r a l  r o l l s .  

" ~ 0 1 1  d a t e d  ,Beech Grove, Tenn. ,  Feb. 2 8 ,  1863.  Th i s  
company was o r g a n i z e d  i n  P u l a s k i  c o u n t y ,  Ky.; was engaged i n  
c o n s t a n t  p i c k e t i n g  and s c o u t i n g  i n  P u l a s k i  and Rockcas t l e  
Coun t i e s ;  went i n t o  camp a t  B e a u f o r t ,  n e a r  D a n v i l l e ,  Ky. 
Company p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a c t i o n  ax Murf reesboro ,  Tenn. Dec. 
3 1 ,  1 8 6 2 .  Note- he "Old Ros te r"  6 t h  Kentucky c a v a l r y  c a l l s  
t h i s  Campany "C" and r o l l s  on f i l e  a r e  marked Company "A". 
  his company was mus te red  i n t o  s e r v i c e  a s  Company "C" of 6 t h  
KY. Cava l ry  and was always r ec3gn ized  and known a s  such i n  
r e g i m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  days  of March 18-63, 
Genera l  a u f o r d  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Dept.  and t h e  
6 t h  Reciment Ky. Cava l ry  and t h e  5 t h  Reg. Ky. Cava l ry  were 
t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  command of B r i g a d i e r  Genera l  John 3 .  

~ ~~ Morgan, w i t h  which it ;onr izue< i n  s e r v i c e  u n t i l  n e a r l y  t h e  
whole reg iment  was c a p t u r e 6  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  days of Morgan's 
Ohio r a i d . "  

-Sam C o l y e r ,  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d ,  t h a t  CHARLES GRENADE COLYER 
was i n  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  Chickamauga n e a r  Chat tanooga,  Tenn. H e  
was i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Cava l ry  and e v e r y  f o u r t h  man was t o  
be  a  h o r s e  h o l d e r  d u r i n g  t h e  b a t t l e .  Both C.  G .  COLYER and 
Morgan c o l y e r  were f o u r t h  when t h e y  were numbered and were 
a s s i g n e d  t o  h o l d  h o r s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  b a t t l e .  C .  G .  COLYER 
p l a c e d  h i s  h o r s e s  between him and t h e  b a t t l e  and Morgan, h i s  
b r o t h e r ,  l a i d  down f a c e  toward t h e  b a t t l e .  A s  t h e  b u l l e t s  
and s h e l l s  came a round  them, Morgan s a i d  "Oh Lord,  Oh Lord" .  
C .  G .  s a i d  " a r e  you h i t ? " .  Morgan s a i d  "No, j u s t  s c a r e d . "  
A t  Chickamauga t h e  c a v a l r y  was t o l d  t o  h o l d  t h e  Union Army 
w h i l e  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Army r e t r e a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  They 
h e l d  l ong  enough f o r  t h e  army t o  c r o s s  and then  the  Generai  - - .... ~p ~ ~- ~. 
s a i d ,  " e v e r y  man - f o r  h i m s e l f .  * C h a r l e s  G .  was g o i n g  a long  
t h e  r i v e r  when two Union s o l d i e r s  saw him and chased  him. 
They a p p a r e n t l y  were  o u t  of  ammunition o r  t h e i r  guns w e r e n ' t  
l o a d e 2  s i n c e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f i r e .  A f t e r  a  coup le  of m i l e s  
C h a r l e s  G .  g o t  t o  a l a r g e  t r e e  a c r o s s  t h e  t r a i l  and dec ided  
t o  t y  t o  have  h i s  h o r s e  jump t h e  t r e e .  The h o r s e  jumped 
i t ,  b u t  t h e  Union s o l d i e r s  d i d n ' t  jump it and C h a r l e s  G .  g o t  
away and was a b l e  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  

He had e n l i s t e d  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  t ime  and a f t e r  t h e  t ime  
e x p i r t d  and n e a r  t h e  end of t h e  was and it was known t h e  
cause  was l o s t ,  h e  wenz t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and was g iven  an 
honorab le  d i s c h a r g e .  

CZARLES GRENADE COLYER cou ld  n o t  r e t u r n  home s i n c e  
t h e r e  were s o  many Yankee s u p p o r t e r s  who would shoo t  
r e t u r n i n g  "Rebs" .  He s t a y e d  i n  N a s h v i l l e  about  two Years 
and r a n  a  h o t e l .  A ne ighbor  named Gilmore,  h a r a s s e d  h l s  
w ~ f e ,  n o t n e r  and h i s  s m a l l  s o n ,  because  C .  G .  had  been i n  
t h e  c ~ n f e d e r a t e  A r m y .  Gilmore k i l l e d  t h e i r  ch i ckens  and t h e  
p e t s  and t o l d  them t h a t  C .  G .  had been  k i l l e d .  LOUISA JANE, 
h l s  w l f s ,  t o l d  hen s h e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t .  F i n a l l y  Cha r l e s  
I;. ==: - rned home and vowed t o  k i l l  Gilmore.  C .  G .  Was 



- . .:. 
., .. ~ s p l i t t i n g  - wood when h e  first. saw Gllmore coking a c r o s s  the  

f i e l d .  Xe ran f o r  ~ his gun and Giimore saw him and was gone 
when h e r e t u r n e d .  It was some time b e f o r e  Gilmore r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  neighborhood a n d  the - f e e l i n g  -had s u b s i d e d  b y  then .  13 .- Gilmores  f a m i l y  had been i n  t h e  Union f o r c e s .  

CHARLES GRENADE COLYER had evening p r a y e r s  and t h e  
e n t i r e  f a m i l y  would come i n  and k n e e l '  f o r  p r a y e r s .  
-------------------,---------------------------------------- 

CFARLES GRENADE and h i s  w i f e  LOUISA JANE h a d  e l even  
c h i l d r e n .  A l l  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  a t  some time a f t e r  t h e y  grew 
up .  Ee was a  school  t r u s t e e .  

The 1870 and 1880 P u l a s k i  County Census show CflP.RLES G .  
CCLYSR l i s t e d  a s  a  f a rmer ,  bo rn  i n  Kentucky and h i s  p a r e n t s  
born i n  Tennessee ,  and LOUISA JANE COLYSR a s  h i s  w i f e ,  born 
i n  Kentucky and h e r  p a r e n t s  b o t h  born i n  Kencucky. 

CXARLES G .  COLYER died. a t  h i s  h o m ~  on Pitman Cree:< 
A ? r i l  1 1 ,  1910 and h i s  w i f e  LOUISA JANE COLYER d i e d  Janua ry  
1 3 ,  1931 ,  i n  P u l a s k i  County,  Kencucky. She k d  r e c e i v e d  a  
C o n f e d e r a t e  Widows pens ion  f o r  5:s sei-s.:rf. ;;+om: SEZT 
Mcser and  Ray Colyer ,  b o t h  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  r e c a l l  LOUISA 
ZANE, a s  a  sma l l  - l ady ,  abou t  5 ' 1 "  t a i l ,  s l e n d e r ,  w i t h  co~al- 
b l a c k  h a i r  th roughout  h e r  l i f e .  ............................................................ 

O b i t u a r y  of CHARLES GiZANAID COLYER, p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  
Somerse t ,  Kentucky newspaper i n  A p r i l ,  1910 

CHARLES GRANAID COLYER, who r e s i d e d  about  t h r e e  mi l e s  
s o u t h - e a s t  of  town, d i e d  l a s t  Monday, a f t e r  s e v e r a l  months 
of f e e b l e  h e a l t h  due t o  age and a  g e n e r a l  wear ing o u t  of  t h e  
v i t a l  o r g a n s .  

H i s  f a t h e r  was JOHN COLYER, who . l i v e d  and r e a r e d  a  
l a r g e  f a m i l y  of 1 9  sons  and d a u g h t e r s ,  and d i e d  on  t h e  o l d  
homestead now known a s  t h e  Warren farm a t  t h e  b r i d g e  of 
Pltman c r e e k  and t h e  S u b l i m i t y  r o a d ,  about six and one h a l f  
miles from t h i s  town, and h i s  mother was L Y D I A  P u r v i s ,  who 
was t h e  o l d  gen t l emen ' s  second  w i f e  and t h e  mother of  

. - -. .- - f o u r t e e n  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  and - h i s -  f i r s t  w i f e  was a  Miss - 

S i n c l a i r ,  who was t h e  mother  of  f i v e  of t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  
I f i r s t  became i n t i m a t e l y  acqua in t ed  wi th  t h e  f a m i l y  of 

J O H N  COLYER S r ,  i n  1856,  when my - f a t h e r  removed t o  t h e  farm 
a d j o i n i n g  t h e i r s  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of Pitman c r e e k ,  now 
t h e  A l l e n  fa rm,  and from t h e  f i r s t  moment was convinced. t h a r  
t h e r e  n e v e r  was a  more g a l l a n c ,  ne ighbor ly  o r  h o s p i t a b l e  
f ami ly  i n  t h e  world .  To t h e  young man's  mind t h e i r  home was 
a  model p l a c e  t o  g e t  good t r e a t m e n t  and have a  joyous Happy .. ,  me. It  was b e t t e r  t h a n  a  c i r c u s  t o  be  w i th  t h o s e  o l d  b i g  
boys a t  t h e  co rn  husk iags  o r  hce ing ;  t h r e s h i z g s  o r  s t a c k i n g ;  
t h e  l o g  c u t t i n g  o r  r o l i i n g s ,  and t o  have t o  do h a r d  and 
heavy work,  when f o u r  o r  f i v e  of them were on hand and 
h e l p i n g  a t  t h e  l a b o r ,  it was t h e  b e s t  k ind  of e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  
and we want t o  t e l l  you t h a t  no l a d d i e  was e v e r  imposed upon 
:n t h a t  good company, f o r  t h e y  s t o o d  over  t h o s e  i n  need of a  
d e f e n d e r  on eve ry  o c c a s i o n .  



.,.. .;.: . .. . 
. . . . . .~ 

I knew nearly aii of the faiiy well bct tez n f  t:?e 
younger ones were best known to me and GRANRID was one of 

.7 them. All of the Colyer s differed from me in religious 
I name and also in political as well, but they were always my 

friends, even in old war times when we were in battle array 
for the right, each as we saw it, and in our personal 
associations none,of us ever dared to attempt to muzzle the 
other or make one too dumb to speak his honest sentiment. 

GRANAID COLYER was the last one of that large family to 
pass from the earth to the Great Beyond and my faith in 
~ o d ' s  promises and my -knowledge of his manner of life leads 
me to say to his good wife and other loved ones that it is 
all well with him for he surely has the righteous man's 
reward. 

His brother, J. Perry Colyer, died only a few months 
ago. The first set of children of John Colyer's were 
Bluford, John Alex, William and Mrs. Dickie smith. 

His full brothers and sisters were Lindsey, Cy, Jehu, 
Siaclair, ~~~ Martin, ~esley, perry, GRANAID, samuel, Nathaniel, 
and M r s .  Harriet Black, - Mrs .rMenerva Richardson Mrs.; LiZZie 
Eastman, and one other. 

Their old father died over half a century ago and their 
mother over a third of a century, and this writer made 
obituary notices of most of them as they passed away, a sad 
duty that we have performed faithfully. 

To his last afflicted wife and her noble children, we 
extend sincerest condolences, as their long-time friend. 

I. Confederate Pension Records, $1585 to 1652; Kentucky 
Historical Society, Frankfort, Kentucky. 

2. Confederate Records, The National Archives, Washington, 
D: C. 
'. Kentucky Adjutant General's Report, Confederate States 
Army, sixth Regiment cavalry. 


