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ANCESTRY OF MARY A. COLLIFR WILLIAMS, ¢
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The father of Mrs, Jetse C.Williame was 2 Collier from Hanover -
county,Va.,and the mother a Graves from Culpeper county,Va.Unfort-
anately, the «court houses in both these counties were burned during
the Revolutionary war. For this reason documentary evidence 18
lacking in both these lines,leaving a compiler with no plank but -
family tradition to support statemen}:s and claims.

hree men bearing the surname of Collier
"yere living in Virginia. One of these wasd Willtiem,"citizen end
weaver of Tondon, England®. Another,Isanc,believed to be a brother of
¥illiam,landed in York county in 1671 and hig will was proved there
in 1688.In it he mentions a brother,John,of London. There was &£180
s John Collier in Surry county about. 1671,and his descendants were
prominent there for many years, lsaac married a Mies Lockey and his
con married a Mise Vines,which caused the nemes of Lookey Collier
and Vines Collier to appear often in that line of the family.

One Lockey Collier had & son,Charles Miles Colller,1766-1825,who
gsrved in a Virginia regiment from 1799 to 178l1,and he had ®a Bon,-
(ol.Cowles MilesB Collier,decoased in 1895, The Lockey Collier

lines tecame strongly e8tablished in Tennessee and South Carolina.

Ag early as 1671 t

The Isaac Colllier line,though int eresting,has no special
claim on me,for my descent is from the William Collier family of
1670, whoBe members drifted from the coast to King and Queen county,
Ve.,and thence to Hanover county,Va.,whers John Collier;grandfdther
of Mary A.Collier,was born and reared,a son of another John Colller,
& proeperous planter with several sons,hesides numerous daughters
{aceording to family traditien.) One of the brothers,¥illiam,moved
to Tennessee and was lost to all knowledge of the kindred.

, John Collier,grandfather of Mary AcsC0llier Williams,waB a
loyal soldier of Virginia during the Revolution.Others of the name
were slso interested in the cauBe. ¥illiam,Thomasg,Charles and John
-Colyer,all of Hehry county,Ve.,took the oath of allegiance in 1777
afd furnished supplies for soldiers, Joseph W.Collier,born 1744,

¢ gon of John and Sarah Collier,of Hanover county,Va.,was & Revolu-
‘tiopary foldier,who in 1783 at the close of the war moved to
Bdgefield district,S.C. In 1772 he had married Amy ¥oeeley,born 175%
Corneliue Collier,Jr.,who was killed in the Revolutionary service,
wa8 & son of Cornelius Collier, Sr. 1720-1810,who took part in the
battle of Porto Bello November 20, n39,under Admiral Vernon,and

on returning to Virginisa built for himself a hunting lodge.in

York county,Va.,about eight miles from ¥illiamsburg. This home he
called Porto Bello im honor of the battle in which he had taken

part. The house was built of brick brought from England. So strongly
wag it constructed that,although it Eas been standing eince 1743, 1t -
he house is eald to have been

is 8till pooupied. The main part of

built in the shape of an inverted ship. Even the mahogany staircase
vas made spiral,to follow the idea of the staircase on & ship.
.About 1912 the interior of ths house ‘was destroyed by fire and o
the famous mahogany stalircasge wat completely destroyed.Unfortunately
vhen the house was rebuilt,the interior wase ‘nod arnized, but the -
exterior remaine as it was nearly 200 years ago.The highway lepding
to the house is still called the Porto Bello road.Porto Bello was
UZed at a hunting lodge by Lord Dummowpe,the last colonial gOVernor
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¥nile the American Colliers were uflewervingly loyal,their

{sh relative ,Admiral Sir George Collier,was a leading naval
M oer for the British during the Revolution.However,he was of |
{ifterent mentality from some of his co-officers, It was his ocommand
ihat the British soldiers show humanity in their treatment of the
rebe] Americans. When his men burned four houses belonging to
poor families in Northamptorn,Va.,he expressed abhorrence of such
(ts, To make amends,he sent asloop laden with salt for the use
¢f the sufferers. The people of Northampton expressed their gratitude
ty sending him eight lamb#, Doubtless he would have enjoyed them for
i teble of himself and his officers,but he sent them al once to
i #ick men in his cormand. His kindness is said to have been the
tirst shown by British officers to the suffering Virginians. )

The wills of the following were probated im Brunswick county,
Ya. jThomas Collier,1760; John Collier,1769; Lewis Collier,1790;
tarles Collier,1775; Henry Collisr,1776; Isaac Collier,1771;
jmos Collier,1771; and Vines Colllier,1809, .

Virginia liets of Revolutlonary soldiers gilve:

(mas,follier,lieut.and captain

(harles Collier,commissioner of Prince Edward ocounty

haes Collier,served 1777 under Col.Bland,4th Troop,lst Reg't

Momas Collief,lisut.and capt.in Charlotte county militia

"iomas Collier,of Brunswick oounty '

Yines and Charles Collier,Brunewick county,gsve supplies

lockey,George and Lewis Collier,Brunswiock county,gave supplies

Watt Sollier,killed at battls of Butaw Springs

Cornelius Collier,killed in battle :

Yohn Collier,born 1758,in Va.,Berved from the Carolinas in militia
&harlotte county ‘

Stwphen Collier,of Surry county,a lieut.1777-79

Yilliam Collier,captain,in 1776 had his company at Petersburg

Niliam Collier,a private,of Mscklenburg county

Mliam, Thomas and Charles Collier,of Henry county,took oath of

Mleglancs in 1777;als0 John Colyer

Thomas Collier,born 1740,war quartermaster sergeant of 24 Regt,

N and received 300 acres of Kentucky land from Patrick Henry

.loharﬁ Collier of Henry county was paid in 1776 for bacon furnished

‘t0 the American goldieres

'gdhn Collier eerved eleven months 1776-77 under Capt.Jamee Knox. .
~vthn Collier(my mmoeBtor) Berved as a pri

vate in Capt.Thomae Hill'e

(.,8th Virginia(known also ap the 5th and 11th Virginia Reg't)
gmmded by Col.William Russell; also in Capt.Thomas Hill's
%,7th Virginia Reg't of foot,commanded by Col.A.McClanahan. He.
Mt at Valley Forge 1777-78 with the Seventh Virginia Reg't.
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" “John Collier was chosen,December 12,1774, a member of the

camittee for King and Queen county,Va.,the duties of the committee
uing to observe the conduct of all persons touching this assocla-
tio:fthe rirst continental congress conveped at Philadelphiza,Oct.

)

bé John Collier,bounty warrants,¥ar.4,127{a collection of MSS
olmes bearing on the military s8tablishments of the state
wring and after the Revolution) Auditor's Acoount Book Vol.18,
515. ! - .
pege Thomat Collier,of Halifax county,Va.,had a son,John C.
tllier,born in that county November 30,1790,and died 1886 in
marlotte,Tenn, He was educated at William and Mary College,
rmoved to Tennessee in 1814,8ettled in Dickson county,practiced
{r 8t Charlotte,married 1816 Mary Clark Clement,of Scotoh par-
ntags. They had sons,Henry C. (attorney)and William C.(a merchant
of Charlottel. ' | :

Vines Collier, a lieutenant in the French and Indian war,
prried 1760 in Brunswick county,Va.,Barah Elizabeth,daughter of
Lnjemin Williamson;moved 1780 to Wilkes county,Ga.They had 13
tildren,one of whom,Xeanc Collier,born 1765,was a membder of the
deorgle Assembly 1830-31 and state ssnator lmda;another gon,
fuomas,whm died in 1826;and John,a third son,born in Brunswick
swunty;Va. ,wa8 the first tax collector of Oglethorpe county,Ga.

James Collier owned a stage wagon(four wheels)and a chair
{tvo whaels). These conveyances constituted taxable property,én
thich h;was assesped in 1784 in Morgam Tomkin's distriot,Gloucester
tounty, Ve, : - _

James Collier,1757-1832,moved from Virginia to the south and
tisd in Alabama.One of his sons,Hon.Henry Watkine Collier,was .
governor of Alabama. Another,l’iilim Edward,who married 1829 in _
ulpeper county,Va.,had three children,one of whom,Dr. John Collier,
ne s noted surgeon”in the brigade of General Lee, C. S. A, X
| daughter of James,Rliza W.Collier,borm 1797 in Charlotte county,
,,merried Williem genry Blackwell, & 8econd cousin of President
Mer.They were married in South Carolina and died in Al abama.

Pews wers allotted to families in the new church, Stratton
Bjor parish,King and Queen county,Va.,December 11,176%.In 1760
then it was decided to build,William Collier was one of the vestry-
w0, Among the pewe-assigned Were those to MrsiAnn Collier, a 4
}Mﬂétha wivee of James Collier,Jokn Collier,Jr.,Henry Collier,
c°hn ollier and George Collier; also to James Collier,John
“.’mef:Jr-,Henry Collier,John Collier and Charles Collier. .

James Collier,of the Peninsular,who died 1797,had three .sons,
hnas, Thomas and John,the first of whom was the ancestor of the
“liers in and near Xenmia,Ohio. o o
1 Thomas Collier,born 1714,eldest son of third marriage of
%hn Collier,took up land 1738 in Wyamnoke,Charles City. county, Va.,
Wried ard had three daughters,one of whom, Mrs, Elizabeth Harrison,
Wt the ancestor of the Carter Harrison line,Thomas Collier was the
eestor 0f Thomas Hardeman,M.C.,o0f Georgize )

-
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oo John Collier,a Revolutionary soldisr,was born in Hanover
wunty,?a.,&b(!tlt 1742, a son of another John Collier.When a mere ,
yy he W8 sent back to England to be educated.There is a famlly
raait don, fairly well entablished,that when he was attanding school
g the 01d country,he chanced to hear the music of the fife and :
aecompanying a small procsssion of red coats passing the
ghool, On inguiry he learn that the soldlers were beating wp
noruits to send to America to fight the ¥rench and Indians. Possibly
js w8 homesick,At ary rate he joined the army.After a time he was
yut with his comrades on board a ship and sailed for America,but
gout the time the ship landed in port pesdace was desclared and he
nt honorably discharged and Bent homs, My mother never.-saw her
gandfather Collier.He died the year of her birth,but she oftén
jgard hi® widow tell Revolutionary tales,and she was firm in her
statement that he was on the oocean at the time of Braddock's
tsfeat. However,other descendant s have different opinions.” The
iscendant 8 of my aunt,Mrs, Susan Sargeant,have in their possession
w014 sword which it is said that John Collier,a mere.boy, carried
iy the battle of Braddock's defeat. Further than that,the descend-
uts of Nangy Collier Clo®e of Indiana have in their possession a
ket which it is said he oarried at that mame defeat. It may be
peeible that my mother,endeavoring in her 0ld age,tc recall a
ttatamsent made to her when She was a mere child,confused Braddock?s
ffeat and his ocean voyage with some other important event.

-+ There i8 évery reason to believe that John Collier,Revolu-
tiomary ancestor,wqs a son of parents in excellent circumstances.
! judge this by the fact that they Sent him to Bngland to he educa-
Wiialso by the fact that on returning to Virginia he learned the
irads of wheelwright from a skilled artisan whose Services his

taither had bought,upon the landing of a ehip,by paying for the
passaze of the man. It was not slavery,yet the man whosé paesage
nt pald wae virtuslly & slave for a number of years until the

tine of the contract expired. My ancestor,David Williams, so served
fa order to pay for his passage to this country from Wales.

The gun said to have been carried by John Collier at Braddocks ‘

defeat was of the type brought over from France for use among
the 20ldiers. It shot a Steel bullet and had a bayonet attached to
g:' end of the barrel. Mrs,Suzanne Hatch, granddaughter of Mre,

%n Sargeant,Btates that when she was a child five years old,
1;0:‘ mother,Mre. Anna Lasley,was showing the 0ld gun to her mother-
2law and other Ruests,when she accldentally pulled the trigger.
mh&d not been discharged for many years,but ghot just the Bame.

o bullet wont over the head of the five-year-old girl,cutting out
Ltiny place of scalp, 80 that she has a BeCAar for life,aB a testi-

Wy t0 the fact that did not render the gun useless, ¥From that
the hullei; w % age 2 or.across a hell, through
ent on,through a heavy oak door, and mbed:ied iteelf

iother door,through a barrel of soiled clothes,
8 trick wall, This heirloom from the Revolutionary ancestor was

*8e88ion of Hugh Sargeant.l do not know its
*,but. P"°bab1§ his ga‘ughteru have it.That family also had ®ome -

LY

Matly prizeg . or.a long time was in the '
po by the Sargeants-and f ng wheresabout s "BM. £ ‘
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trass candlesticks, some genulne pewter ware belonging to,/J'ohn and
yis wife,also some butter firkins,and one of ths firkins had a

wle fi1led with lead,where another bullet had gone through it,

ihe plug being a mute witness to the thrift{ of Grizelda,John's wife,

In 1772 or 1773 John Collier married Grizelda Taylor,daughter -

of Jame8 and Eleanor (Smith)Taylor. Grigelda is said to have been
pated for a randmother,possibly Grizelda Smith,whose family name

is unknown. Yet possidly it was for her grandmother Taylor,Usually
she vas known as Grizzy. It was a name she greatly dialiked.In old
sge her grandohildren(and my mother was one of these 1ittle ohildren
to gpell her name. Her black eyes would Snap with amusement as she
wuld spell out G R I IZZARD IZZARD Y. It wasg her reouaest that

0 dascendant be named for her. She greatly desired the affection

of her grandchildren,but she said thay vould never love her if the
pme of “frizzy"was imposed upon them. The name Grizelds is very
nre indeed in any period of America's history. One genealogist
Mliaves 1t to be a variant of Graoce,but the Century Cyclopedia
states that it comeB out of Italy,from some of the stories of
Metrateh and Boceacclo(1313-1375), The name indicates that some of
wr Taylor ancestors(or maybe Smith ancestors)wers gilven to reading
wt of "the usual English path of the centuries sixteen and seventeen

hundred.

Many letters have been written to descendants of Virginia
lyylors. Much time ha® been given to study of old documents
pertaining to Virginia Taylors,but the name of Grizelda Beems
usknown to all, A'minisate r at Hampden-Sidney,Va.,who i8 also
Amo8t throrough and careful genealogist,has studied the David
ylar family history,and found a record that in 1780 David and
RISSELL Taylor,husband and wife,sold land in Augusta county,Va.;
ilso that in 1800 Dawid Taylor patented land on gmith's creek 1in
Mekingham county,Ve. Also,Il once found a letter writter to a
vidowed Mrs, Taylor in Virginia,in which mention was made of her
alsce,GRIZ, I hope,however,ultimately to get more aceurate data
tncerning this very energetic and capable ancestor,Grizelda
ylor Collier, *

"Although it appears that Jonn Collier,the Revolutionary
Wldier,was of g prosperous family,yet during the Revolutionary
Wr his family sgemed almost to lack the very necessities of

 lstence;he received no land grant for his services;his health

Wt Seriously impaired by injuries in battle,and life was indeed

11ruggls for him-and his from 1775 until-he died about fifty

T*ars later. Notwithstanding his frail health,he lived to be an

::W aged man{being about eighty-four when he died),and his widow
pwovived him for more than fourteen years.Their lives had been more
"0 ordinarily qifficult,filled with innumerable hardships,and
wMaining few comforts,yet they were spared to a good old age,and
2“504 their last days surrounded by the loving ministrations of
®ir children, .

-
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In attempting to trace the lineage of John Collier,Revolution-
soldier,I learned that ths family name has been variously
elled,Colyar,Colyer, Collyer,Collyar,Collier,Kollyer,Xolyar, eto.,

ntly according to individual inolination., On the gravestone

if ny grandfather,John Collier,Jr., son 6f the Revolutionary soldier,
i name is spelled Colyer,while his discharge paper from the war

of 1812 was spelled Colyar;and ‘he had a brother,Charles,who always
yed the gpelling Colyer. Virginlia ancestors,however,seem to have
pdopted the spelling of Collier,which is also used in the twentieth
santury by most of the descendants in the male line.

sppare

Collier Bibliography!

Golonial Pamilies of the Southern States(Stella Pickett Hardy)
tarly Settlers(Mrs.Stubbs)
toode's Virginia Cousins
ler's genealogiocal Magazine
Tlliam & Mary Quarterly
itridged Compendium of American Genealogy
Yirginia County Reocords
lite of Prancis Morgan,an Barly Virginia Burgess(1920)
Ludwell MSS -
Jeade's 01d Church, eto. (Vol.1)

The Harlean Society Publiocation(1912),Vol.63,page 53, (to be
found in the Library of Congress) states that the Collier family,
lthough originally French,lived for many years in Staffordshire,
Ingland. The coat-of-arms of that l1ine 18 1dentiocal with the coat-
of-arms to be found in the Virginia lines, In thie insignia the
fact that the base of the cross,upon the shield,i# sharpened to &
point,indicates that at least one ancestor of ths Colliers was a
gighf T:npla.r,who carried the Croes of Christ to plant in the

and. - ' .

‘}'The Great Plague in London in 1666"by Walter george Bell(New
York,Dodd,Mead & Co.,1924)page 297,states that one John Collyer °
M8 churchwarden of St.Margaret's,New Fieh street,London,in 1665,

i stayed at his post through all of that dreadful time of suffer-.
Ing and distress, . ,

o
tie® Previously stated,it is thought that William Collier,
izen and weaver of London,was a brother of Isaac,who came 10 .
Ik county,Va, ,prior to 1670, It is said that they were sons of
Ohllt Collier,whose father,Robert Collier,died 1590 in London,
LotM. Isaac developed a farm in York county and married a Miss
Ckey,while one of their sons, Isaac,Jr. ,married Annie Vines,
% Ir 8on,Vines Collisr,moved from Brunswick county,Va.,to Wilkes
h“‘l‘W:G&-,about 1786,and died in Oglethorps county,that state,
795.In 1760 hs married Sarsh Elizabeth Williamson,and they had
] teen chilqren;One of these,Ann{¥ancy),born in Brunewick county, -
&".176?,‘mrried John Hardeman. in 1790,and was the ‘grandmother of
%Thomas Hardeman of Georgia. Of this same line was Charles

- v
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¢
tsliier, an officer in the Virginia State Regiment from 1771 to
1781, Another in the Same ‘line was Myhill Collier,said by descend-
unts to have been a soldier of the Revolution,who married November
26,1769, Tabltha Harrison, a sister of William Henry Harrison,
sixth president of the United States.

¥illiam Colller,citizen andweaver of London,who founded the
Yirginia line from which I descend, settled in York county about 1670
ad during the latter part of his iire is 1isted as a resident of
fov Kent county. His wife was Mary. In 1675 he was lieutenant-~
golonel of his county. He was the father of Charles Collierj;of
Iing and Queen county,born in England im 1660,and died in Virginia
mg. Charles 1s listed 1in the rent rolls of l'tihg and Queen county
in 1704 a8 the owner of four hundred and fifty acres of land.

John Collisr(l) son of Charles and grandson of William,the
izmigrant ,was born 1686.and died 1785. D,uring the reign of Queen
fame in 1711, a land grant was made to Capt.John Collier(recorded
Book 10,page 10,at Richmond,Va.) one hundred and three acres on
irreco Bwamp,King and Queen county. This grant was. witnessed by
Lisutenant-Governor Alexander Spotswood,at Williamsburg,April 28,
17111, From Hening?s Statutes we would infer that this John Collier
tarved a2 a captain in the infaptry of King and Queen county.He
lived on a plantation near the York river not far from Yorktown,
t there are indications of a temporary residence elsewhere.He
vas ? church vestryman,and ths churoch records give 1735 a8 the year
of hi® death.

The pressrvation of these church records is due to the
thoughtfulness of Bishop Meade. He placed the parish.reeords of
Stratton Major parish in the theological seminary near Alexandria,
Va.,about Beventy-fived-years ago. This vestry book,with many othere,
ie 8till stored there for safe keeping. Pages 6 and 7 of the vestry
book show that John Collier was a vestrymam at Stratton Major ,
Parisn Xing and Queen county,and was present at vestry meetings
held there October 13,1729,0ctober of 1730,May 10,1731,and October
10,1733, His death was reported at a meeting of the vestry and his
Buccessor was named April 8,1735.(See page 8).

John Collier(l)married three times,There iB some difference®
of opinion a8 to the names of the wives,but they are usually givent
5 s ‘ .

W) Blizabeth Ballard; no childrem.
+{2) Catherine Gaines of Virginihjone eson,Tohn(2),born 1707. o
(8) Ann(or Kanoy)Eppes,daughter of Col.Francis Eppes;eight childrent

Ed
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(1) Thomas Collier,of Charles City county;born 1714
(2) Cornelius,who in 1739 fought at Porto Bello not far from .
Colon and what is now the Panama Canal.
3) ¥illiam,of Surry county,who married Mary Carter.
in James,0f the Peninsular,who died in Lunmenburg Co.,1797.
¢) Benjamin,who married Sarah Cox,
is Mary,who married Hobert Cartsr,brother of Mary Carter
7) Francas,born about 1731 ,married Gapt,James Scott ‘
g) Judith,who married Capt.James Hicks of Brunswick county;Va.

The above 1ist of childrenm was compllad about 1900 by Miss
Lizzie R.Banagh, a granddaughter of Henry Watkins Collier,once
governor of Alabama., -

A FPamily Bible owned by Mrs ,Annie Hill Snyder,of Texas,a
Collier descendant,gives dates of birth of the children of Frances
folller Scott,wife of Fames Scott.There were ten children in this
.tamily,the youngest being Gen.John Scott,1773-1839,who married
Jliza Coleman of Augusta,@a. He had the ocontract to build the state
eapitol of Georf:la and was one of the founders of Montgomery,that
state. His son,Alfred Vernon Scott,born 1803,married a daughter
of Governor William Bibb of Alabama; another son,¥William B, Ecott,
born 1823,married a daughter of Governor John Murphy of Alabama.

John Collier(2),the eldest child of John Collier(,),was born
1707, The Ludwell MBS givee the title of a Buit in the general
court in 1722 between John Collier(an infant or minor),by John
lollier,his father;and other parties,including William Barnet and
~ Bliza,his wife,late Eliza(or Elizabeth) Ironmonger,exscutrtx of
Francis Ironmonger. _ ‘ : :

John Collier(2) made his will September 28,,1749,and gave
Banover county,Va,,as his place of residence.The date of his
death {8 unknown.In hie will he mentions six children,but he had
-8t lenst one mor e(Mary,Mre,Goode) and possibly he may have had
Several other children not mentioned in the will., He married

Elizaheth Meredith,of a Weleh family established in Virginia in the

17th century. The seven childrem of whom we have knowledge are:

(1) Thomas, born 1840,an officer in Revolution

_ (2,) John,born 1742, a soldier in the Rsvolution

Blizabeth I., *

4] Prances

5/ Sally |

- {8)Joseph, vorn 1749, 8erved from Charlotte Co.,Va.,in Revolution,and
in 1783 moved to Bdgefield dimtrict,S,C.Married 1772
Amy Mossley,born 175%,Among their children was a Bon,

( Hillary Moseley,1783-1849,who married Frances Quarles.

7)1‘“3’:‘"1&0 in 1770 married Samuel Goode,of Charlotte coun_tyi\ra.,
born 1742.Their Bson,Philip Goode,lived in Prince dward

county, Va.,and his eon,¥rancie Collier Goode,wdE born
i -of . _Goode was Dr, @, Bfown Goods,
Diiil.A desosndant of Mer an assia;:a.nt Becretary

deceated,born in Irdiana in 1851,
of the Smithsoniam Institute and author of *Virginie
Cousins."He mtated that hie amcestor;John Collier,

Barvad vowd ae Bemddark Brd Wap AlB0 in the Revolution.
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~0ctober 5,1750,F0hn Collier,Tr.(2) of Stratton Major Parish
;g ¥ing and Queen ocounty,desded to Robert Stubblefield,of St.
qeorge’s Parish,Spottsylvania county,fof and in consideration of
o tracts of land in King and Queen county,und the said Collier
feod® tO Stubblefield 800 acrws in 5f,0eorge's Parish,dsed bearing
iate August 22,1726,granted by patents t0 John Collier,Jr.,June
10,1726, Witnessed by Thomas Collier., Ann,wife of John Collier,
S lnwledesd her dower. In 1744 John Collier(2) sold 166 scres in

gpotteylvania county.

In 1901 the original will of John Collier(2) bearing date of
faptember 26,1749,was in the possession of a descendant of his
(deet son,Thomas,who had married Mary Dabney and Settled in
gson county,Ky.,on land given him for his services in the

Revelution.

In 1782 a John Collier lived in Surry county,Va.

In 1782 Joseph Collier lived in Charlotte county

In 1782 Thomas Collier lived in Charlotte county

In 1783 John Collier lived in Greensville county,Va.

In 1783 Myhill Collier is listed :
In 1783 Thomas Collier is listed,also in OGreensville county
In 1785 John Collier is listed in Pittsylvanim county

In 1785 Charles Collier is listed in Prince Edward county.

All of the above were heads of families.

1 . '

As to Kentucky,the census of 1790 and that of 1800 had been
placed in Washington,D.C.,for safe keeping,but both were destroyed
by the British when they oaptured thes city.A few tax lists and
the recording of land grants ars all we have,to aid with that
arly period of Xentucky history. In 1922 s Madison county tax
list me found in the basemsnt of ths old capitol at Frankfort.
In it John Collier im 1isted ap head of a family,with two head of
stock,while James Collier was also listed as head of a family,
vth one head of stock. Women were not listed in that tax list,
giving the impression they were of less importance than stock!

' X
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The exact date of the marriage of John- Colliqr,nevolutionary
soldier,and Grizelda Taylor,is not known,but it was in 1772 or 1773,
pmumably the latter year. It occurred in a church at Belle '
faven,which my mother believed to be the city of Alexandria,Va,
josording to the old custom of the Church of England, to which the
faylors belonged,the wedding was solemnized in the early morning,
ad 2o the couple and their attemdantswewre on horseback at a vory
arly hour,ready for the ride of twenty miles to the church. The
jridesmaid carried on the pommel of her saddle a wicker work basket
pataining the ruffles and fiochu which the bride was to put on,
st the end of the long ride. On the road the horse of the maid,
plarmed by some wild animal,bolted the road fortunately without
injury to anyone,but the basket Was thrown to the ground. In after
years Orizelda re proached herself with having more oconcern for
the fate of her wedding finery than for the safety of her brides=
mid, Everything,however,ended happily,the wedding fichu was worn
inall it8 original neatness,the journey home was followed hy
the cuetomary supper and dance,and then the bride and groom Bst
w houaekeeping et a plaoce near by.Later they moved to another part
of the county (Culpeper), As previously stated,Orizelds was a
daughter of James and Eleanor (Smith)Taylor. Bhe had a brother,
Pavid,who my mother sald wa# a soldier of the Revolution;al eo
iother brother,Zachary,who was killed irisarly life by a falling
tree;also at least one sister,a Mrs,Adams,who moved from Virginia
to lisaouri with her family.Probadbly there were other children.
™e name Zachary has caused us to believe there might be some
tonnection between  this family and that of the one-time president
¢f the United States, * _ '

INFORMATION DESIRED CONCERNING GRIZELDA TAYLOR COLLIER and
ber anoestors. Write to the campiler,Mrs,A. F.Hart(temporary
Mdress)405 1/2 Tolado Strest,Loa Angeles, Calif.,or her brother,
“Mdge 0.W.Williams(permanent address) Fort 8tockton, Texas,

.
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War Department,Washington.
The Adjutant General's Office.
July 29,1926

eThe records of this office show that John Collier served

¢ a private in Capt. Thomas Hill's Company, Pifth Virginia,
(wown algo a¢ the Fifth and Eleventh Virginia)Regiment, c ormanded

y Cel,William Russell; and also ‘ _ ‘
"in Cap::. Thomas Hill;l Company, Baveleth Virginia Regiment of |
foot,tommanded by Colonel MoClenahan,Revolutionary war.
*He enlisted February 13,1777,to Berve for three yﬁara or
util the end 01: the war. Hie name 18 borne on the rolls to

Joyember,1779, which later contain no further information relative

to his Bervice.™

Signed, by Bragadier general Wahl,Acting Agj.-General’.

Major Thomas Hill served for more than three years,part of
e time a8 ocaptain,and later as major. ¥or this service he was
in 1783 given a land grant in Ohio of more than five thousand acres,
™o King and Queen county court of 1812 shows that three land
nrrants were sent t0 the heirs of Thomas Hill,but were not re=-
teived, 80 that-duplicates were ordered to be made and forwarded.
™ fact that John Collier enlisted under & captain who evidently
lived in Xing and Queen county indicates that he lived in that
Wrt of Virginia,and substantiates the family belief that he came
from Hanover county,Va.,(in the same part of Virginia as King and
Wueen county). This seems the more definite,because of a family
iradition that in early life he said he lived near the Patrick s
Ty family snd knew Henry himself euite well. There is,againet ‘
| this, Mmewrhat of & seeming diBorepancy in the fact that ha wa®
Mrried at Bells Haven and lived for a time thereafter in Culpeper
ownty (aceording to family tradition). .
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P the part of the Revolutionary war about which John Collier

spoke nost freeuently to his children and grandchildren was the
jprrivle winter at Valley Forge,where he was a private-in the Seventh
firginia Regiment,under Col. A. McClanachan and Major John Wet,

qith Thomas Hill as captain. .

The following i# euoted along the line of this matteyfrom
Malley Forge" (1910),by Rev. James W.Riddle,of Philadelphia.

"The troops arrived at Valley Forge, twenty-one miles from
miladelphin, December 19,1777. With nothing but tents to withstand
i rigors of a very Bevere winter,the Boldlers were at once put to
qork t0 build log huts, 14x16 feet. Kach hut acocommodated twelve
privates. Officers were not 80 orowded. The huts were laid out in
\iraets, Straw supported by poles was used for roofs. Straw also
ns used for bedding for the eoldieru'*bunka.

At £irst 11089 men were enocamped at Valley Forge., Camp fever
woke out. Small-pox became epidemic. Sickness and death and
fyatxkian xmt desertion reduced the number to 5012,

"June 18,1778,the men heard the British were evacuating
Tiladelphia. Washington broke camp and pushed toward Philadelphia,
uriving there as the last of the British were crossing ilie
Mlaware, June 28,1778,Waehington and his men attacked Clinton at
Dmouth in Wew Jerssy."

Yhenever John Collier noticed that his children or grand-

tildren showed the least indication of wastefulness,he at once
wild reprimand them,telling them of the suffering at Valley
krge,how he had Sseen soldiers fight for a kernel of cornjhow he
il others lacked shoes and Box to keep their feet warm,and as
they walked in the~snow,would leave the marks of blood from their
tender,frost-bitten raoi;hqw somé of the soldiers had so little

tlothing that,when they =tepped out of their huts,thd/ had to throw
their bedding around them. He well remembered Baron Von Steuben,
Those striking p ersonality made an indelibdle impression upon &l1 the .
drivates, Von Steuben Spoke Bnglish only brokenly,but he epoke it

or somé other language very forcibly. No one could misunderatand
s memning,for his adjectives were strong and pointed.He saw

b men hungry,illy clothed, suffering every privation,yet most )
f them were unwilling to leave and give up the cause of independ- <
e 80 dear to them. Near by in Philadelphia,where the Eritieh

;hl their American Tory friends were stationed,there was plenty of

t°°“.'1‘1°nty of clothing,there was dancing and music and happy

tim for all,while in this cold and isolated spot a few mem Wers
Ting to achieve independence for a.forlorn cause.While Von Steuben

Tearded them with admiration and said no ocause could fail with |
hgh(nan a8 that, hé yet saw the imperative need of better drill;d : ,
1 mﬁers and better gune,and he did his part to that end;80 wel nim
" ':eﬁ did he aid that Congress recognized his efforts and gave

: - lamd grants in his old ages - [

- . .
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" Although the service of John Collier in the war,as shown on
old Revolutionary rolls,appears to be limited to two years and
pine months,unquestionadbly it covered a period much longer thanm
that,extending indeed to the very close of the struggle. Saveral
" time# he wa® wounded. Some of ‘the bullets he carried in his body
to the grave,Other bullete were placed in the coffin when he was
wried. He was8 present at the battle of the Bramty:%dno.and also
at ¥ormouth,N.J, ,besides various other battles,the’ names of which
sre not now known. One of the stories he told his grandchildren
ras that,when two warring armie® were lying on opposite sidesn of
s river(presumably the Delaware) he and 2ome other soldiers
tloated down the river on driftwood in such a manner am to draw
near the opposite shore,where they took possession of a boatload
of provieions belonging to the enemy. Using great caution,they
mnaged to work the boat over to the American side,where their
cmrades were in great need of supplies. Onoe in battle he was
struck by & bullet that he at first thought had finished him.When
he recovered from the shoock and hunted¢ out the damage,he found
that the bullet had struck squarely on the front of the large silver
toln that he wore as a top button on the fly of his trousers, Thare
1B no damag® beyond the heavy blow, He told hi® ochildren that he
ns present at the dissolution of the army. He recalled how the
reterans showed very deep emotion. The t ears\run freely down
over unshaved faces# to lodge on ragged,dirty. shirts,

During his long absence at the war,John Collier's wife and

children had suffered keenly. The treatment by Hessians of women
ind children -in Virginia was 80 oruel that many families were forced
t0 abandon their homes and Beek ®afety 'in the mountains to the
vest and southwest., Among these familles were the Colliers,Grizelda
ind her children fled hastily to what i®# now Rast Tennessee and
fought_a temporary refuge in Powell's valley.Here,freed from
the Hessians, they found themselves at the meroy of the Indians,They
bad no money and no means of support.In his visits home John Collier
_Wought such money m® the govermment paid him,but it was too meager
to aid greatly, so Grizelde,who was a famous epinner,begen to earm .
A livelihood for her children by such taske, In her Virginia home
e had 1ive stock end stored provisions,but these were left behind
inder a hasty departure. In her hour of need she turned to the
reparing and. selling of homespun garments. It was a difficult and
Ally-paid task:. She also raised a few sBheep and traded finished
82rments for wool or cotton or flax.She sowed flax and harvested it,
Wt to break and pull it was very difficult,at times too heavy a
{ for & woman., Hare again she traded finished garments for
4Jabor, Once she hired two Irishmen to pull flax.In order to insure

t they diq good work, she worked with them so as to set the pace.
Nt the work was so back-breaking that she was glad(so she said)
“f 3n excuse to ouit when word was brought to her that one of the
¢hildren nhad heen slightly burnt and she was needed in the cabin.

A These 1{ttle incident/.s are mentioned for a reqson!Qccasionaliy'
Boma .10’000 a yearldesk_sitter-‘claima that there was little or n?

-
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mrifice by the fien and women of Revolutionary times.It is well to
read account 8 of that struggle and hear the family traditions that
yre been carried down,which(without the least sxagperation) show
ihat in all our history there wa# never a time of such stress

od hardship a8 the years of 1776-1783. .

The people for whom OGrizelda spun the fabrigs did not live
ddose together in a 1ittle town,but each family had its own sepa-
nnte "clearing:" It reeuirsd time and labor to bringto her door
{he wool or flax,and to carry back the coat or dress, At one time
¢ neighbor came to her home and asiked her to spin some sarments,
istending to aid in the fashioning,but a disagresment arose,and
the woman left in anger,saying _thai unless Mrs,Collier finished the
wrk by the following day ®he would not be paid for it. This was a
serious matter, so Grizelda sat up all night in order to finish
the spinning, Her son,John,Jr.,had to sit up all night also to
kwp going the 1ight of the pine knot#s, so that she could same to
wrk, He dropped off to sleep,fell into the fire,and burned his ,
wng,but not seriously. The next morning he was sent with the {
Ypinning to the home of the woman., He wa# instructed to go around
ite mountain,rather than the shorter route over it. But John,weary
from the night's vigll and sore from the pain in the arm,disobeyed,
id went over the mountain,threw the spinning in at the nelghbor's
loor,and ran dack.

Because of the quickness of John's trip and becauss he brought
tack no word from the neighbor,the mother decided to g0 to the homs
herself. As the ouickest route,she too went over ths mountain,only
 find that the woman had started around the mountain to see her
ot the matter. So then she returned home around the mountain,
tly to find that the neighbor had gone back ow r the mountain
Wplng to meet her. But that was not the only featurs bf the
ineldent, On her way back around the mountain she oarried a sack
if potatoes,which she greatly nseded a8 food for her children.
hi# sack of potatoes was her pay for the job. Soon she found that -
Lgreat black bear was following her. To drive him away,she threw a .
plato at him, The bear gradvbed ahd ate the potato,then ran after
Mr anew,- So she then began to throw potatoes,for the bear to run
ier,while she gained some headwsy toward homes. So potato by
Mtato,she rolt bor load growing lighter. Finally the bear took to .
brush,leaving her with a pitifully mmall nymber of potatoes ‘
087 for her work. This inoident shows notéo’un%y the hardehipe
(0% days,but also the slement.of humor glossing over grim
ﬁ'lm. Had not Grizelda seen the himor of the incident beneath
ah: iragedy, she would not have repeated the story so often to her
ldren ang grandchildren. .
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throughout 1life Grigzelda had a reputation as an excessively
geat housskeepar. 1t was said of her that she not only kept her
s spbtlessly olean,but that svery few days she could be seen
ting the stumps of irees in her yard to a4 heavy doss of soap
Hor explanation of this was that the stumps were used
block# on which game w as cut up for the kitohen
st it was sanitary that they should be cleansd, Also,che
yrubbed the stiles so that her skirts would not be s0iled in
sepping over them(in those day® the skirts were long).

After hie disoharge from the army at the close of the
Jolutionary war,John Collier attempted to findhis wife and '
mildren. He oined a group of discharged-soldiers who made their
ny over the leghanies and then down the Ohio river by boat

v Kentucky. There ha fell. 111 and for soms time ha was in a serious
andition at Bryant's Station(near the present site of Lexington).
t his recovery he started baock along the Boone trail,to join his
tmily in Powell's valley, Meanwhile eome traveler from Kentucky
ud returned to Virginia and en route had atOp?d to tell Grizelda
ihst her husband was nigh unto dath at Bryant's Statlon.mastily
the put her children out among nsighbors and joined a group of
iwed emigrant® going into Xentucky by a different road.¥When ghe
fimlly reached Bryant's Station,it wa® only to be told that her
jusband had recovered and startsd for Powell!s Vallay.She was
thliged tor emain at Bryant's Station nearly three monthe before
s found an opportunity to join an armed garty going back over

i dangerous road to her starting point. The husband and wife

nre finally reunited. For Bome years after the war they lived in
firginla, where their son,Charles,was borm in 1786, Shortly after
this they moved to Kentucky and settled in what 18 now Rockeastle
tuntys From thers he went north in 1791 as & volunteer in Indian.

'arfafﬂ *

"~

1 It was a proof of the patriotism of John Collier that,when
v sl nost fifty yeare of age,he left nis Kentucky home to again aid
i J he country as a soldier. In 1791 he sarved a8 n sergeant in Capt..
15 [ 1ob Tipton's Company,Col,¥illiam Darke's pirst Regiment of U. 5.
117 [l briea;in General St.cia‘ir'a army,and took part in the battle of
so: [ S Clair's defeat,

g[f . . -
¥illiam Darke{born 1736 Bhiladelphia,died 1801 Jefferson
; ;:‘{g*i'vat-'ﬁad been taken prisonsr in the ggttl: 0(1;L Gamntg;niwau
R ome time,and on being exchamged in 1780 ra sed A compa n
sl ?‘pm“ and ﬁerkeley oosgtiol Va.,then was colonel of militia at
o n"“““'“‘ wB a Boldier of apiendid gualities,and he it was who
tomanded the First Regiment in Ohio in 1791,when John Collier
°\:sht under. him.
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At the time of the Indian uprising,Gemeral Arthur St,Clair
uqzs—lala)was sent by th® government of the United States to

pfuce the Indians to submission and atgp their depredations.

™ assembled at Cinolinnati under 5t.Clair,The regular force
aointed to 2300, The militia numbered 600, With this army St,Clair
sarted for the Indian towns on the Maumed. Twopforts,Harrison and
jferson, were started on the road forty miles from each other..

fyon after leaving Yort Jefferson some of the militla deserted in a
wiy. The first regiment was ordered to pursue them and also to
woure the advamcing oonvoys of provisions, ‘'Thus weakened by

qtert lon, St. Clair neared the Indian villages.

November 3,1791,near the line of what is now Darke and Mercer
uintia8, he halted intending to awalt the return of the absent
nginent®. On the following morning,one-half hour- before sunrise,
it American army was attacked by Indianse, Upwards of 600 men ware
filled. Many were geriously injured,among the latter being John

cﬂ_l{l {or, .

The Indiane weres led by Blue Jacket,Little Turtle and the
lmous renegade, Simon Girty,and from the onset the odds were against
{ts hites, During the battle British officers in full uniform were
Wi on the field. It is supposed they had come from Detroit to
mourage their savage friends., Buch of the army as was not killed
it injured began a retreat,which soon degenerated into a rout.
lfter pirsuing for a ehort distance,the Indians returned to scalp
{is doad. Several of the whites they burned at the stake.In June
it1793 & large detachment was sent out by the govermment to bury
s blemching bones at the Bcenek of St.Clair's defeat.At this
i and place Port Recovery was built. .

* At St,Clair’s defeat,John Collier was a sergéant in Capt.

ood Tipton's Co. ,Col.WIliiam Darke's Pirst Regiment of U, S.

livies,Col,Darke commanded the lsft wing of the army when Indians

e mking a desperate onset and the whites were falling in heaps,

M0lair ordered Drake to charge with bayonets. He drove the enemy

Wtk but being short of rifiemen’ could not continue the pursuit

W the ‘Indiane soon again penetrated to the camp. He started to

Wit a second charge with some Buccess,but a concentrated effort

w4 not-be mada and many of fioers fell,among them being his own

kn,0apt. Joseph BxmkDarke,mortally wounded. The retreat soon

Ymenoed, Darke arrived that evening at Fort Jeff erson,thirty miles

myywith his wounded sonm whom he had brought on horseback from

llelh“thfleld.*Hé urged an immedinte attack on the Indians, .

mﬁl‘ing that,in the flush of their victory,they could easily be

h“ué‘hy the whites,but his advice was overruled. This was the

att tttle in which the old Revolutionary soldler,John Colllie”,
ook part,and it left an indelible impression upon his ming,

‘f{;:a:;i:r nis own'serious wounds as well as the absolute defeat

(Y .
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, Department of Interior,
~ Bureau of Pensions,
. Washington,D.C.

" have to advise you that from the gapors in the pension
qain ¥ 8624 1t appoars that John Colyer(Collier),while residing
p Yirginis, served a8 a 2oldier of the Virginia line,war of the
molutlon,date of Bervice and names of officers not stated.

“Algo,he Served a8 sergeant in Capt.Jacob Tipton's Company,
&1, ¥illiam Darke’s First Regiment of U, 8,Levies in 1791 in Gen.
#t,(1air's army,was at the battle of St,Clair's defeat. He was
dlowed pension from September 4,1791,0n account of di sability in
ihis garvice,the nature of whiceh is not stated. =" .

*In 1821 he was living in Lincoln county,Kentucky.He died
frch 31,1826,1in ROcko(?rstle county ,Ky. .

*He married 1772 or 1773 in Virginia Grizsy,her maiden name
ot given. She was allowed penslon on account of his gservices in
ins Revolution,on her application executed November 4,1843,while
liring in Rockcastle county,Ky.,agpd about 90 yesrs.

"They had Several children,no names stated except that of
Tilliam,the eldest.The name of the soldier's father is not given.”

(Signed by)Winfield Scott,Commiseloner,

In personal appearance John Collier wase a tsll,bony man of
hir complexion, blue eyes and black hair. In temperament he waf
imetuous, too much so for his own good. As a result of having too
mch sympathy for the losing side,he wasb often in personal trouble.
0n one occasion,passing down a road,he cemeé On afight between &
robust young man and a frail, elderly man, Immediately he took the
told against the young man,whom he worsted. W¥hen summoned before
tmgistrate,he was unable to state the origin of the fight,nor
¢tould he give any reason for his own action, beyond the difference
in strength between the two combatants.

Narch 31,1826,the Revolutionarysoldier,having fought his
last battle and having been defeated by the great snemy,Death,

M8sed from earth. He was buried in the Renfro burying ground, now

ulled the NeClary cemetery,five milss northwest of Hount Vernon,
bckeastle county,Ky. The burying ground is a large deserted 8po

d o search for any grave therein is most difficult.Over the last
tetting place of John and Grizelda Collier,it is said that there

N originally & large stone,with their names inscribed thereon, but
W buch stone can now be found. They were,howesver,bur el in the

:;:’ lot where afterward their son,John,was buried,and tho stone

h t 8t111 stands over his grave offers testdmany for the pelief

: ¢ all remaining of their bodies lies near by. The pension cotal
Muted Yiim after his injuries at St.Clair's defeat wa’ only a tof
ot 80,n0t a monthly grant. But in 1843 his ‘widow received & gran
B'a month,but the following year she died am the pension
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o 8 total Of $100. Hor death was caused by a fall down
This had caused the death of her mother,Eleanor Smith
and the same xind of an aocoident proved ratal to her

ghter, Mre. Susan Sargeant.

¥hen Grizelda applied for a pension her son,Charles,and other:
sabers of her Tamily stoutly opposed the plan,calling 1t "plood"
soney, but Ehe perself faw no harm in it. Small as the sum was and
yrief a8 WBE the period in which she received it,I1 for one &am

. hed 1it,and I hope 44 DProught he a few K well
tg in the last ‘months of her life. Strange to 8ay,
iough reared in the faith of the Church of England,she had no
puily Bible. It 1B panid that she kept the birthdays of_ every member

of her family. -
THR FAMILY OF JOHN AXD GRIZ FLDA (TAYLOR) COLLIER.

ldren in the family of John and Grizelda

There were nine chi
£ these(a twin of Dorcas)lived to maturity

flller and all but one O
od married.

{1} VILLIAM COLLIER,the eldest,born 1774 in Virginie, served in the
war of 1812. Married 1807 Martha Adems,his first cousin,
per mother being & sister of Grizelds Taylor Collier. Thie aunt,
Virginia to ¥iseouri,remained one summer
with ner sister in Rockoastle county,Ky.,and the
marriagewad & result of that yigit, Some years gafter -

they marrlied’ Williem and Martha movel to & farm near

Cynthiana,Harrison county,Ky.where his nephew,William

Graves Collier,vieited him in 1848.He was st111 living
the census of 1860

then,but his name 4o es not sppear in
_ for Harrison oounty.l £ind ,however,an Abram Collier,
i (perhaps his son) listed a8 vorn in Kentucky in 1812,

" (age 38 years),wife Emily age’ 36, farmers; their children,
; ¥William Collier,born 1843; Jame8 Collier,born 1845,and

R Mary Collier,born 1848,

| - _ It would be ‘s gratificat jon to get trace of
the descendants of thise ¥illism Collier,and Martha

Adams,his wife.
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) JOHN COLLIER,Jr.,my grandfath

) ELIIAH COLLIER,date and place of

225"
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g‘BETSY)COLLIER,born 1776,married a Jackson and

12ABETE {
1ed near Fort lladison,Indiuna.!othing is known

satt
conoerning her O

welcomed.

r her desoendants.lnformtion would be

inia about 1780,married & Miss Hyatt.

15 7Mgs COLLIER, borm in Virg
Th John H.,born in 1812,Jame 8 wWar & private

ey had a 80T, o
¢ 1812. About 1825 he and his second wife,

1iving in Prankfort,Ky.,since which all
trace of them haB peen lost. _

The son of the rirst marriage,John H., Colyer,
pocording to the 1860 censug,wa8 & teacher in ithe
gchools of Mount vernon,Ky.He was then 48 years old.¥e
and his wife,Mary J. (44 years 0ld) had the following

children.

-Klizabeth Colyer,25 years old in 1860

Charles Colyer,22
. willis Colyer,18
Mary Colyer,15 :
Isabella Colyer;12
Louls Colyer, 9
Samuel Colyer,T
Martha Colyer,b years old.

or,born in Virginia,July 4,1782.

birth unknown. He merried
Lucy Graves,a sister of Busan Gravese,wife of his brother
John./ﬁliﬁh Collier and wife settled at Port Madison,
Indiana. After three ohildren had been
wife,Lucy,died. About 1830 he married p Mise How e, 8ince

then sl trace of the family has peen lost,nor 8m
even positive as to the exact location of the 014 Fort
Madison,which llke them nas disappeared from history.
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